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A Recap of the “BIG” Ideas

• The concept of 
access to the generalaccess to the general 
education curriculum, 
first introduced in 
IDEA 1997, far 
exceeds the earlier 
definition of access 
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and goes beyond the 
concepts of 
mainstreaming and 
inclusion.
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• Standards-Based 
IEP idIEPs provide a means 
of ensuring that 
students with 
disabilities have 
access to the general 
education curriculum

August 2010
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• The general 
curriculum has comecurriculum has come 
to be influenced to a 
great extent by the 
adoption of national, 
state and district 
standards.

August 2010
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Questions to Organize this g
Discussion
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• What is the general curriculum?
• What does it mean to deliver standards-

based instruction to students with 
disabilities?disabilities?

• How is this different from what I am 
already doing?

• How can students access the general 
education curriculum when they are not 
performing at grade level?
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performing at grade level?
• What about students whose current 

curriculum is focused on functional skills?
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The General Curriculum…..
Defined as “the same curriculum as that established for 
students without disabilities” (34 C.F.R. § 300.347(a)(1)(i).
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Access to the General Education 
Curriculum

Access to the general curriculum “basically 
means that education planning for 
students with disabilities has as its 
foundation the curriculum being taught 
within the district and that curriculum be 
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presented at a level and in a manner in 
which students with disabilities can 
acquire the content” (Hehir, 1999).
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Traditional vs. 
Standards Based Practices

Traditional

1 S l t t i f

Standards Aligned

1 Assess on standards1. Select a topic from 
the curriculum

2. Provide instruction

3. Assess

1. Assess on standards 

2. Select topic from 
assessment
3. Provide multiple 
learning opportunities

A t d d

August 2010 10

4. Grade

5. Move on to new topic

4. Assess on standards
5. Re-teach, give 
feedback, or move to 
next standard

Madfes & Muench, 2004
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The Prevailing Model of Special 
Education

• Views students needs 
and abilitiesand abilities 
independent of the 
general education 
curriculum

• Evaluations/identifica-
tion of needs lead to

August 2010

tion of needs lead to 
goals and objectives 
to address areas of 
deficit
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Special Education is a Service, 
Not a Place

August 2010
Nolet & McLaughlin, 2005, pg. 14 12
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Access to the General 
Education Curriculum requires 
partnerships between generalpartnerships between general 

and special educators

August 2010
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Standards-Based Instruction 
and Special Education

August 2010

How do these concepts fit together?
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The IEP is the 
document that 
brings these two 
concepts into 
alignment
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IDEA:  IEPS Must Include:

A statement describing the impact of the child’s 
disability on their involvement and progress in y p g
the general curriculum;

A statement of measurable goals to enable the 
child to be involved in and progress in the 
general curriculum; and
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A statement of the services, program 
modification, or supports for school personnel 
necessary for the child to be involved in and 
make progress in the general curriculum (34 CFR §
300.320.)

16



6/30/2011

9

Present Level of Performance (PLOP)/ 
Present Level of Academic Achievement 
and Functional Performance (PLAAFP)
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http://alex.state.al.us/specialed/standardsbasedieps.html
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Measurable Annual Goals

• Goals should reflect the necessary learning that 
ill lead to a c rric l m standard rather than
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will lead to a curriculum standard rather than 
restating the standard.
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At the IEP Meeting…..

• Have the general 
education teacher(s) at 
th IEP t blthe IEP table.

• Have the Montana 
Standards Framework 
available. 

• As each weakness noted 
in the present level of 
performance is
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performance is 
discussed, determine 
how it will impact the 
student in being able to 
access the general 
curriculum.  

20
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What about students with 
greater skill differences? 

August 2010
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What Does this Look Like in 
Practice?

• All students having the opportunity to learn 
academic content

• Less complex and/or more specifically 
focused performance of skills 
encompassed in grade level achievement

August 2010

encompassed in grade level achievement 
standards

22
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Grade Level Curriculum + Expectations
= Alignment

Students with significant cognitive 
disabilities: 

• receive instruction on grade 
level standards (may be at a 
lower complexity level) within 
the context of grade level 
curriculum ensuring that the 
intent of the grade level 
standard remains intact.

• use the same materials or

August 2010

• use the same materials or 
adapted version of the 
materials, and appropriate 
assistive technology to gain 
access.
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Student Vignette: Victoria

- Is a student with a significant cognitive 
disabilitydisability

- Is nonverbal with emerging skills in 
communication and uses a wheelchair for 
mobility

- Has limited use of her upper extremities 
d tili i ti t h l t

August 2010

and utilizes assistive technology to 
demonstrate learning

24
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Content Area - Reading

• Standard:  Students will use a variety of 
t t i t d t d h t th dstrategies to understand what they read.

• 8th Grade Level Standard:  Make 
predictions, draw conclusions, and make 
generalizations about what is read.

• Curriculum materials: Roll of Thunder
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• Curriculum materials: Roll of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry by Mildred Dial Taylor  
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Grade Level Curriculum + Expectations
= Alignment

• Victoria is provided with a prerecorded summary 
of each chapter so that she can listen when she 
activates a tape recorder with a switch

• She then uses an custom overlay on an adapted 
keyboard to predict whether a described 
character will be friendly with the Logan children 
and after reading the selection will match the

August 2010

and after reading the selection will match the 
character to the correct interaction

• She will be given picture choices to draw 
conclusions about underlying cause(s) of the 
family’s difficulties

26
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Excerpt of the summary that Victoria listens 
to and a picture of her switch:

• Cassie Logan had 3 
brothers, Stacey,brothers, Stacey, 
Christopher John, and 
Little Man.  They live on a 
big 400 acre farm.  Their 
family still owes money 
and have to pay taxes.  
Their papa leaves home 

August 2010

each year to find work to 
pay for the farm…

27

Overlay and adapted keyboard Victoria uses 
to predict and check predictions:

August 2010
28
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Pictures for Victoria to choose from that 
represent her opinion of why the Logan 

family was having a hard time.

They were poor. They lived on a farm.
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They were not white.
They wanted to be treated 

the same.
29

High Expectations for All!!

“Ready” means 
“never” if we 
continually focus 
on the lowest-
l l kill ”

August 2010

level skills” (McLaughlin, 

2009, pg. 4).
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